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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

¥¥¥ 

[The Editor is not responsible for opinions expressed in this Department. ] 

ANOTHER SUBJECT SUGGESTED 

Deab Editor: I appreciate the inspiration the Journal has given me ever 
since I opened and read the first copy. I have just finished perusing the nine 
volumes and have cut out and filed away the articles that I could not dispense 
with. As I have no home, I needed the space, but the necessary review was of 
more value than the end I sought. 

You asked in the April number what subjects we would like written about. 
The article on hook-worm was excellent. Can some one tell us about the old 
fashioned tape-worm? It is seldom written about and yet I fear is quite 
common. L. M. T. 

AMUSEMENT OF SICK CHILDREN 



Deab Editor: Here is a suggestion for nurses who want to amuse sick 
children. In the Strand Magazine of December, 1908, there is an article called 
" Tales with Tangrams " describing an old Chinese puzzle. It may be cut out of 
black pasteboard and the pieces can be used to form figures, letters, animals, and 
all sorts of things. These figures could be copied from the magazine by laying 
a piece of thin paper over the black figures and tracing the outlines with a pencil. 
Then a nurse could carry this paper with her in her valise and not have the 
weight of the whole magazine. Miss Ledwidge once read a paper before the 
Illinois Training School Alumnae in which she suggested using a piece of putty 
for moulding animals, etc. Isabel Jabvis. 

(We have seen, many years ago, a Chinese puzzle, like the one described, 
we think, made of sandal wood, fitting neatly into a tiny square box, and accom- 
panied by two books, one containing designs which might be made with the 
pieces, the other a key to the working out of the designs. This would amuse 
older patients as well as children. — Ed.) 

II. 

Deab Editor : I see in the April magazine a request for suggestions for 
entertainment of sick children and have one to give. This is to provide a blank 
book and make of it a baby-house for paper dolls, by giving a page for different 
rooms of a house and pasting upon them pictures of furniture adapted to each 
room, such as may be cut from newspaper advertisements, catalogues, etc. This 
would keep up an interest for many days. 

In the discussion of how to provide nurses for people unable to pay the 
highest prices, it has occurred to me that until a graduate has had some experi- 
ence in private nursing her fee should be more moderate than what she should 
command later. H. F. K. 
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MRS. ROBB'S PICTURE VALUED 

Dear Editob : No picture of Isabel Hampton Robb in her nurse's dress accom- 
panied my copy of the June Journal, and as I set great value by it I would be 
very grateful for it. 

I love the Journal as my best friend and trust our leaders may enjoy long 
health and God's blessing to direct and instruct us through its most beautiful 
print and page. H. M. C. 

A REPLY TO " A. J. C." 

Dear Editor: I have just gotten off of a veiy arduous case, and it is such 
a pleasure to rest and read " my Journal." 

I notice on page 572 (Letters to the Editor), the question is asked as to the 
" easiest way to remove nits from the hair." In my nursing in the pauper 
wards of the city hospital, and in my office work and private nursing, I have seen 
numerous cases of Pediculus capitis, or head lice, and have carried out the 
suggested treatment by order of the physician for whom I was nursing. 

I never make any suggestion or use any treatment unless ordered to do so 
by a physician; but I have had to nurse in families where the children had 
beeome afflicted with the " critters " mentioned, and on reporting the matter to 
the physician in attendance, he would tell me to do what I could in self defense. 
Judging that A.J.C. has found herself in a similar predicament, I will tell what 
I have had to do. 

You mentioned kerosene oil, and Morrow, in his Dermatology, 1895, page 
950, says "Kerosene oil is the most reliable remedy to kill the parasite and its 
eggs." Before making the application I always thoroughly scrub the scalp with 
hot water and green soap. Morrow further states, that " the scalp is soaked 
freely with the oil, and then covered with a bathing cap or something similar. 
Then after twenty-four hours again wash the scalp with warm water and soap." 

After this A.J.C. may use her vinegar, with success, to remove the nits or 
ova. Waugh, in his "Treatment of the Sick," states that " all the essential 
oils destroy lice of all varieties. For head lice the tincture of Cocculus indicus 
or fish berries, is effective. The application should be renewed twice a week to 
reach the newly hatched broods. No treatment is effective unless the source 
of fresh supply is cut off." To do this we will sometimes be compelled to treat 
several members of the same family. There are many formulas which can be 
used with good results, but for cosmetic reasons lotions are to be preferred to 
ointments. I have used a preparation of salicylic acid, precipitated sulphur, 
powdered camphor, and alcohol, with oil of rosemary, to give a pleasant odor, 
with satisfactory results. M.L.C. 

FROM SOUTH AMERICA 

Dear Editor: I always look forward to the Journal with much pleasure, 
living so far away from all my sister nurses I perhaps appreciate it more than 
ever before. 

I wonder whether any of your readers would be interested to know how one 
of their fellow-workers is getting on in Peru, where she is, perhaps, the only 
actual graduate nurse from the United States. 



